Template: Explore
Related to Chapter 1 of the thesis guide.  

You can use this template to support you as you do a general orientation, explore academic literature and formulate information search questions. Fill out the template, or copy the sections relevant for your own workflow if helpful. 
1a. General Orientation on a Topic
Related to Chapter 1a of the thesis guide.  

1: Choose a topic and write what you know
Decide on an initial topic 
Questions to help you decide:
· What topics do I like?
· What do I want to do for my future career?
· Are there any current events that I find interesting?
· What existing research that I can build on do I know about?

My initial topic is:
	






Write what you know about the topic
Study the different brainstorm techniques in the thesis guide and write what you already know about the topic:
	






Perform general searches on your topic. 
Access a couple of resources and do a general search for information around your topic (for suggestions, see related sections in thesis guide). For reference, write down what you searched for and what your observations were.

	Resource used
	Query / prompt used
	Observations

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	



Interesting sources I want to study further:
	








1b. Exploring Academic Literature
Related to Chapter 1b of the thesis guide.  
1: Create an Initial Exploration Strategy
	My exploration question
 
	 

	Database used for exploration

	

	Exact query used

	

	Filters applied

	

	
Number of results

	



Check your Query:
· I have used a broad question (not a specific research question)
· I have chosen a multidisciplinary database
· I have applied relevant filters
· I have between 2000 – 10000 results

2: Find and Analyse Basic Information on Your Topic
Find basic information
	Top 5 journals
	1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
 

	Top 5 subject areas
	1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
 

	Top keywords
	

	Other worthy first impressions

 
 
	 
 




Analyse the information
	Analyse the number of publications per year on your topic, what do you notice? 
 
 
 
	 
 

	Analyse the top 5 journals and the top 5 subject areas and write a short reflection on your research field
 
 
 
	 

	Look at the top keywords used in your exploration results. What does this say about your topic? Can you create separate clusters? 
 
 
 
	 

	Have a look at the most relevant abstracts and the top keywords. What words can help you in your keyword search?
	




1c. Formulate an Information Search Question
Related to Chapter 1c of the thesis guide.  
1: Define the components of your information search question.
Define the who, what, where and why, and bring the different parts together with how. See the thesis guide for an example
	WHO
	

	WHAT
	

	WHERE
	

	WHY
	

	
HOW
	


* Not all components in your information search question need to be specific. For example, if you are looking for specific methodologies, the components of your question might not need to be highly detailed about the where or the who, but more about what others have done and why.
2: Further Specifying Your Question
Making components of your question more broad or narrow
For each of your components, fill in how you have currently defined them. Reflect for each of the components if you need to make them more or less specific and adapt your question if needed.
	
	Current question

	Does it need to be more or less specific (yes/no)?
	Updated component

	WHO
	

	
	

	WHAT
	

	
	

	WHERE
	

	
	

	WHY
	

	
	

	
HOW

	

	
	



Subquestions: 
What additional questions do you need to ask to make your information search question more manageable? Fill in your relevant subquestions below 
	Information need
	Question
	Your subquestion

	Definitions of terms
	What...
	

	Relations between terms
	How...
	

	Benefits of research
	Why...
	

	Target Group
	Who...
	

	Geographical information
	Where...
	



