Document your steps: Exploration 

We have now covered basic steps to do an exploration in a scientific database[footnoteRef:1] and topics to look out for. With this handout, you can do an exploration for your own topic! [1:  TU Delft students have access to multidisciplinary databases like Scopus, Web of Science and Dimensions via the library website] 


Step 1: Write your exploration query
	[bookmark: _Int_nTcULm4R]My research question
 
	 

	My exploration question
 

	 

	Database used for exploration[footnoteRef:2] [2:  In addition to academic databases, sources like trade journals, grey sources and popular sources can also help you during your exploration. Because scientific articles can take a while to be published, these sources can provide insight into the most recent developments in the field. Go to TUlib for more information about other resources] 

	

	Exact query used
	

	Number of results
	



Step 2: Gather basic information
	[bookmark: _GoBack]What is the number of publications per year on your topic?
	





	Top 5 journals
	1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
 
 

	Top 5 subject areas
	1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

 

	Top keywords
	

	Other worthy first impressions

 
 
	 
 




Step 3: Analyse the information[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Discuss the results of your first exploration with your supervisor. Does he/she recognize the institutions, authors, journals and conferences? Does he/she have any additions?] 

	Analyse the number of publications per year on your topic, what do you notice? 
 
 
 
	 
 

	Analyse the top 5 journals and the top 5 subject areas and write a short reflection on your research field
 
 
 
	 

	Look at the top keywords used in your exploration results. What does this say about your topic? Can you create separate clusters?[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Pro-tip: Would you like to do a more in-depth analysis of your field? Have a look at the VOSviewer assignment we use for PhD candidates. You can also have a look at: ASreview, Research Rabbit, https://www.yewno.com/, 
AIDA booklet] 

 
 
 
	 

	Have a look at the most relevant abstracts and the top keywords. What words can help you in your content search?
	




