Template: Evaluate and Select Sources
Related to Chapter 3 of the thesis guide
You have a number of search results, and want to decide which sources you want to add to your reading list to study further. We provide here some strategies to narrow down your initial search results to a reading list, based on the number of sources you want to include in your project and how many results you have from your search.
Note that evaluating and selecting sources is an iterative process, and you may find yourself going back and forth between the different strategies presented here. 
0: Check before starting:
My information search question:
	





· I am happy with the results from my search and my search strategy (see also 2c: Check and Refine Your Keyword Search)
· I have chosen a reference manager or another approach to store the sources I want to add to my reading list (see also 3d: Storing Sources)

Selection
Related to section 3c of the thesis guide
1: First Selection
You have done an initial search, are happy with your results, and now have to select articles to save.
· Scan through the titles and abstracts of your sources and ignore the ones that immediately do not seem relevant or reliable 

· Things to look out for:
· The source addresses my actual topic
· I trust the reliability of the source and authors (see also 3b: Evaluate Sources Broadly)

· Store the ones that you potentially want to include in your project in your preferred reference manager
2: Second Selection
You feel the sources you have included are at least related to your topic and reliable, but you still have too many to process for your project.
· Read in more detail the abstracts of the sources remaining
· Check for each source:
· How can I use this source in my project? For example:
· as background context
· for definitions
· to re-use data
· to re-use graphics
· as inspiration for my research methodology or experimental set-up.
· Introduces a perspective about the topic I would like to respond to in my report
· Do I understand the source at a level where I can actually use it, or imagine I will be able to understand it in the future after reading more about the topic.
· Does the source cover the right breadth for my topic? Is it not too general or too specific?
· When you select a source that you want to use in your project, store it in a relevant folder in your preferred reference management tool and/or add a tag denoting what you want to use it for (see also 3d: Storing Sources)).

Number of sources left:
	




The number of sources left seems manageable for me to evaluate in more detail 
· Yes --> move on to the next section to start evaluating your sources in more detail or start processing your sources (see also 4: Process Sources)

· No --> try going through the sources you have left again, focusing more specifically on your information search question, prioritizing the ones that seem the most relevant or high quality.


3: Evaluating Your Sources in More Detail: 
You have done a broad selection, have only a few sources left, and want to assess the quality of your selected sources in more detail. You can use the table below to analyse in more detail the quality of your sources and decide which ones to add to your reading list (see also 3b: Evaluate Sources Broadly for an explanation of the CRAAP test)
	Category 
	Source 1
	Source 2
	Source 3
	….

	Source
	


	
	
	

	Currency
	


	
	
	

	Relevance
	


	
	
	

	Authority
	


	
	
	

	Accuracy
	


	
	
	

	Purpose
	


	
	
	

	Conclusion
	


	
	
	



